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Editorial
I feel as if we have all been in hibernation for the last few months. Like
many of our readers I am slowly getting to grips with the ‘new normal’.
The pre going-out-check must now include ‘Purse, comb, handkerchief,
keys, MASK.’
Has anyone been full of enthusiasm and determination to learn a new
language or other skill during the last few months? I’m afraid to say that
apart from the relentless daily requirement to cook a meal, housework and monitoring of the daily
bulletins, I have done very little of any use apart from a great deal of escapist reading and online
shopping. I can’t think how we would have managed without all the technology we have now. From
the postal service, telephones to internet …I am grateful for them all. I have a new respect for
everyone who survived the plague of 1665 and will be eternally grateful that we moved here (five
years ago) to the clean air and green hills of the Quantocks. Now its wake- up time, onwards and
upwards!
The HNV team would like you to consider three things and let us know your views.
1. From now on would you be happy with a digital or prefer to have a paper copy of HNV?
Having a digital version means we can have as many pages as we need at no cost.
2. Would you like to see a page dedicated to the sale of small but useful items that are in
good condition and surplus to your requirements?
3. Would you consider sharing thoughts on how you spend your time? There are many
talented people in Holford who have interesting hobbies, from knowledge of butterflies
and moths to looking after steam trains.
Let us know what you think…answers to Christine at c.mews@outlook.com
P.S Many of you will know that our golden retriever died in February. He was 13 and it was his time
to go. I need another dog. Young, amenable etc. Let me know if you can help….

HOLFORD’S COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH – Ready to go again!
A number of parishioners have spoken to councillors about the increase in speeding vehicles on the
A39 over the last few months. Fortunately, we have just been informed that we can resume
Speedwatch training. Many thanks to those parishioners who have already volunteered.
It would be good to have more!
There are two stages for volunteers to complete before roadside training by our
Community Police Officer:
STAGE 1
What is a Community Speedwatch?
Please look at the short video on this website:
https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/apply/community-speedwatch
STAGE 2
Then answer the questions on this website:
https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/apply/community-speedwatch/knowledgecheck
When you have completed and registered please let us know by emailing
councillors@holford-pc.gov.uk OR If you would like more information contact
Councillor Mo Young maureenyoung@hotmail.com

NEWS FROM YOUR VILLAGE HALL
Update and re-opening news
It is now just over a year since we took back possession of our refurbished village hall
following its £560,000 make over. I remember how excited we all were that the work was
finally finished, and that we could welcome back our regular users - and, we also hoped,
new faces from Holford and surrounding areas too. Immediately, there was a booking for a
local wedding, and then quiz nights, parties and wakes - as well as the regular clubs and
societies. And the Hall put on some great music and theatre evenings. Remember “Mountain
Music” and “Paprika”? And Pip Utton as “Will Shakespeare”. We were delighted how busy
the place was.
And then … Well you know what happened in late March! Lockdown has been an interesting
experience. During this time, we were pleased the Hall was used as a food distribution point
for Kilve Stores. Thanks go to all Holfordians involved.
So… as we emerged from the darkness of lockdown, cautiously creeping into the daylight,
we faced a somewhat uncertain future; the so called “new normal” and the question of
whether, and how, we should open the Hall.
There has been no shortage of guidance and advice from the Government and ACRE
(Association for Communities in Rural England). We listened to and acted upon this
guidance, and especially had consideration for our ‘over 70’ and vulnerable population. We
decided, on balance, to open the Hall on Monday 13th July on a very restricted basis. Here’s
a summary of the current arrangements. These remain under monthly review and will be
driven by any further guidance we receive.
Fairfield and Green Rooms and Kitchen are out of use - Main Hall only to be used
Maximum Hall capacity 17 people seated 2 metres apart at tables
One-way system in and out of the main entrance door and throughout the building
Toilets restricted to one person at a time
No kitchen facilities - so bring your own food and drink (and utensils!)
In addition to the weekly clean, all ‘touch points’ (door handles, light switches, chairs
etc) will be cleaned and sanitised on the morning before every event.
Sanitise or wash hands on arrival - and regularly during your stay
Observe the ‘rules’ - see next page - on display as you enter
PPE available for emergencies
We cannot yet allow any sporting events or large gatherings indoors. Live music and
entertainment are also off the agenda for now. It is unlikely we will hire to non-locals.
The various clubs and societies will be in touch with their membership and advise when they
believe it is safe to return. Each club has to undertake a risk assessment and confirm they
will observe the Hall’s rules. Attendees also must play their part in this.

[Type here]
So, we are open for business. We expect the return to ‘normal’ will be slow and considered.
But when you do come back, you will get a warm welcome, although, for now at least, no
hug or handshake! Stay safe.
Alan Falkingham - Chair : on behalf of the Hall Trustees

Welcome back to your hall…
PLEASE READ THIS
1. You must not enter if you or anyone in your household has
COVID-19 symptoms.
2. If you are over 70 or ‘at risk’ please consider if this event is right for
you.
3. If you develop COVID-19 symptoms within 7 days of visiting
these premises alert Test and Trace. Alert the hall cleaner on 01278
741572 and the organiser of the activity you attended.
4. Maintain 2 metres social distancing as far as possible: Wait
behind the marked lines as you go through the entrance hall to your
activity and observe the one-way system marked.
5. Use the hand sanitiser provided on entering the premises. Clean
your hands often. Soap and paper towels are also provided.
6. Avoid touching face, nose, or eyes. Clean your hands if you do.
7. “Catch it, Bin it, Kill it”. Tissues should be disposed of into one of the
rubbish bags provided. Then wash your hands.
8. We do our best to clean all surfaces at the hall between each hire:
door handles, tables, other equipment, sinks and surfaces. Keep
them clean.
9. Take turns to use confined spaces such as corridors. ONE
PERSON at a time in the toilet areas
10.
Keep the hall well ventilated. Close and LOCK doors and
windows on leaving.
This hall was last cleaned
a.m./ p.m. on

In the News – Creating a buzz for the bees
Many bees, butterflies, hoverflies and moths
are in decline as wildflower rich meadows
and other habitats have disappeared from
our landscape. In an effort to help the
decline in the bee population a new
initiative has been launched by the charity
Buglife. With the help of a of hundreds of
partners and experts and with the support
of the Environment Department the charity
has created a map of corridors of existing and potential wildflower habitat
across England. This newly completed ‘B-Lines’ hopes to identify where
creating new habitat will be of the greatest benefit for pollinators. The ‘BLines’ project has worked with local groups to identify existing wildflower
habitats and plot the best routes to link them up to allow pollinators and
other wildlife to move through the landscape. Buglife is encouraging
communities, businesses, public bodies and farmers, as well as keen
gardeners to help create wild flower areas along the B-Lines. A
spokesperson for Buglife says ‘a complete England B-Lines network is a
real landmark step in our mission to reverse the decline in insect numbers
and lend a helping hand to our struggling pollinators’. People are being
encouraged to think carefully about using insecticides, help pollinators by
growing more flowers, shrubs and trees and by letting their gardens grow
wild and cutting the grass less often which is good news for those of you
who are finding keeping an immaculate garden a bit of a challenge!
Let it all hang out folks.
For more information click the link www.buglife.org.uk/our-work/b-lines
Welcome to our new neighbours!
We recently moved into Ford Cottage and would like to thank all the
people from the village who have made us so welcome and sent us cards.
It was a big decision for us to make as we have both lived in Bexley, Kent
all our lives I am a retired Police Officer and Chris worked in banking and
lately for local government. We started looking in the area about 5 years
ago after a weekend in Combe Lodge Hotel and concentrated on Holford
after a conversation in the Plough convinced this is where we want to be,
Erl you know who you are. We are so happy to be here now and are a
sociable couple and would love anybody passing to pop in for a chat and a
cuppa (or something stronger). We really hope we can keep the standard
of the cottage and the garden up to those maintained by Liz.
Kind Regards
Peter & Christine Smetzer
P.S If anybody needs any packing boxes, free to a good home contact us
on 741175

Some more Brain Teasers for you!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What question can you never answer yes to?
What can you hold in your left hand but not in your right?
What invention lets you look right through a wall?
What can’t be put in a saucepan?
If you’re running in a race and you pass the person in second place, what
place are you in?
6. What three numbers, none of which is zero, give the same result whether
they’re added or multiplied?
7. The day before yesterday I was 21, and next year I will be 24. When is my
birthday?
8. If there are three apples and you take away two, how many apples do you
have?
9. A girl has as many brothers as sisters, but each brother has only half as
many brothers as sisters. How many brothers and sisters are there in
the family?
10.A word I know, six letters it contains, remove one letter and 12 remains.
What is it?
11.What 4-letter word can be written forward, backward or upside down, and
can still be read from left to right?
12.What is so fragile that saying its name breaks it?
Answers on Page 10
Thanks to Mike Richardson
YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors are voted in for office in May every four years. All councillors
are volunteers and give their time freely. The Chairman stands for re-election
every year. The Clerk is the only paid member of the Parish Council. Feel free to
contact any of the councillors if you have issues to raise. You can also email the
clerk if you would like a topic raised at a Parish Council meeting. Residents can
join the meetings but may only speak at the beginning before the main meeting
begins. Fifteen minutes is allocated for local people to contribute. You may speak
for 3 minutes or longer at the discretion of the Chairman. If you would like to
speak on a topic at the next meeting please email the clerk or telephone.
There are many grants available to Parish Councils so if you have a favourite
wish or bugbear then do contact us!
Holford Parish Councillors are:
Emma Cavendish (Chair) 741 435
Stephen Campbell
741 329
Mike Copleston
07711 985320
Clerk : Hema Stanley 07818 015956

Angela Drummond
Erl Plomgren
David Talling
Mo Young
clerk@holford-pc.gov.uk

741
741
741
741

648
152
116
249

The official Parish Council meeting minutes are available on the website
www.holford-pc.gov.uk. If you do not have access to the internet you can
request a paper copy from the clerk or any councillor

Holford Recipes!
This tasty vegetarian recipe from our Parish Council Chairperson Emma, with thanks!
Mo (Plomgren)
Apple, Celeriac and Lentil salad
Servings 4
Ingredients
½ medium celeriac, peeled and
julienned (cut into matchsticks!)
2 sharp eating apples, cored and
julienned

1 lemon
1tsp Dijon mustard
½ tsp English mustard
pinch caster sugar
1tbsp cider vinegar
4 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
500g (cooked weight) Puy Lentils
1 bunch flat leaf parsley, leaves only, roughly chopped
sea salt and freshly ground black pepper
Directions

Squeeze the juice of the lemon over the celeriac and apple matchsticks to
prevent them from going brown. Place into a large mixing bowl.
Make the dressing by stirring or shaking the mustards, sugar and vinegar
together until the sugar is dissolved. Add the oil and stir or shake to
combine completely. Taste and adjust the seasoning as necessary.
Put the drained, cooked, cooled puy lentils into the bowl. Pour over the
dressing, tossing gently so that everything is coated.
Taste and adjust the seasoning as necessary.
Just before serving gently fold through the parsley and serve.
Very nice alongside a sharp cheese (try a good blue or a goat’s cheese) if
you are not vegan!

HOLFORD GARDENERS GROUP
It is hoped we can start our meetings again –
Tuesday, September 15th 7.30pm

Is due to be our next meeting BUT please visit
https://www.holfordvillage.com/gardeners.htm

for details

All welcome
Members £1, non-members £3.50
(01278 741173)

Come
And
Sing!
Ever fancied joining together with others to sing, but been told
you can't! Then this is the choir for you. A singing group
for anyone, experienced or not. No music reading required (songs
will be taught by rote, with words supplied). Traditional, simple
part-songs, to express and enjoy the sounds you can make
together.
In Holford Village Hall, term time only. Cost £5 per week payable
half termly in advance. Day and time to be confirmed. There will
need to be 15 people minimum to enable the group to run.
To register your interest, please ring Ali Foyle on 01984 632799.

An end of an Era - Liz Guttridge
On the 24th June, we waved our
farewells to Liz (Guttridge) and
her little dog Monty, after
twenty two years living here in
Holford she has moved to
Leicestershire to be near her
daughter.
It’s a long time to live in one
place and Liz played a large
part in our community; in the
early days she was a member
of the Church bell ringers and a member of the W.I., She would join in with
Carol singing around the village and has been arranging church flowers regularly
and helping with church cleaning. Liz was a huge supporter of the Flower Shows
and Garden Group, winning accolades galore!
Other involvements included
arranging the cream teas in the
early years of Open Gardens and
the Flower Show, a member of
Kilve Short Mat Bowls, attended
sewing classes where she
embroidered the most beautiful
pieces, attended Keep Fit and
latterly Pilate classes. She
supported the monthly coffee
mornings and jumble sales,
entertainment evenings held in
the village hall and was a
member of the Exmoor Extroverts, visiting the theatre and concerts. Liz would
provide excellent dinners at home for friends and with her late husband Tony,
delicious barbecues in their garden during summer time, the garden – which, of
course, they proudly would show everyone and where they worked incredibly
hard all the year round to make it look so special. None of us will forget the
Christmas morning drinks party they held for many years, everyone was
welcome, their hospitality second to none which could last well into the early
afternoon, and caused many a spoilt Christmas dinner for those who could not
refuse their generosity!
Liz will be much missed after so many years, we hope she will be happy and
enjoy her new surroundings so I am sure you will all join Erl and I in wishing her
the best of everything for the future, with remembrance of friendship and
affection. Mo (Plomgren)

Holford Gardeners Group
It is hoped that meetings may start again in the village hall in September.
Please check Holford village website for up-to-date information – if the talk does
go ahead there will be posters up in the village.

A few weeks ago the Morrisons’ delivery lady was transfixed by a cloud of
butterflies enjoying our front garden. We have not had anything like those
numbers since so there is just a photograph of one. We think they were
Meadow Browns but I am sure there is at least one person in Holford who will
know if we are right……..or not!

Would you like a Suffolk Punch?
Sorry to say not a shire horse but a 35DL cylinder mower, which has not been
used for many years. Also available is an unusual cast iron roller. Both are
FREE. Please ring 741130.
Gae
DELIVERY OF HOLFORD NEWS AND VIEWS
Jane Bidwell will be taking over the delivering of Holford News &
Views to houses in the Green Close and Portway area of Holford.
Many thanks to her and also to Emma Dunn who delivered the
magazine for many years. Whilst writing this I thought that we
would like to thank all of you who deliver copy – Penny Aldridge
(Front Lane), Mike Pearce (Back Lane and A39), Erl and Mo
Plomgren (Holford Combe, Hodderscombe and Alfoxton) and Chris
Stapleton (‘Odds & Sods’ on and off A39). (Our pitch is Woodlands,
Corewell and Dodington).
Gae & Mike

2020 part 1
New Year already
and It's looking fine
have 2 cruises booked
on the Fred Olsen Line
There's a Virus in China
don't give it a thought
We're exploring Europe
on the cruises we bought
A Global Pandemic !
Now lockdown is here
the spring cruise is cancelled
and rebooked for next year
No use complaining
there's no place for moans
I can watch my new box set
All eight series of Thrones
My wife's hobby is gardening
and I do a bit
but my bike is the exercise
that's keeping me fit

Answers to the riddles
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Are you asleep yet?
Your right elbow
A window
The saucepan lid
Second
1, 2 &3
December 31st; today is
January 1st
8. 2
9. Four sisters and 3 brothers
10. Dozens
11. NOON
12. Silence

Now I start to wonder
what the future will hold
bucket list frozen
but still growing old.
Mike Pearce - July 2020

In case you were wondering....Each edition of Holford News and Views covers
two months. The first month is what HAS happened and the second month is
what WILL happen! Although that is a bit of a long shot these days. Each
edition is scheduled to follow the bi-monthly Parish Council meeting which falls
on the second Monday in alternate months. We hope to include some
interesting articles as well as facts so please send in any thing you feel will be
of interest to readers.
Date of publication is the last day of the first month eg July/August edition
publishes on July 31st, September/October publishes on September 30th etc.
We are currently looking at whether to continue with paper copies of the
newsletter. The on line version is in colour whereas the paper copy is black and
white due to financial restraints. The editor and publisher are volunteers so
please bear with them if things sometimes go awry which they often do.
EOC

From the Editor : For those of you who haven’t accessed the Parish Council
website I am including a report about Strawberry Field which I consider
important and worthy of your attention. The planning application was originally
refused and has now gone to appeal.
The Parish Council notes that this application proposes alterations to the previous application

3/16/18/006 which was refused by the District Council on 15th March 2019.
A Public Meeting held by the Parish Council on 2nd December 2019 heard objections to the
revised proposals from a number of local residents. No member of the public present spoke
in favour of the application. Objections represented that the current building is an
inappropriate building in a place it should not be; that it should not be retained; that it should
never have been built and that what was built was not an agricultural building.
The Parish Council has carefully considered these views and has sympathy with these
representations. However, having made an extensive site visit and having carefully
considered the application the Parish Council does not object to the current application in
principle.
The Parish Council considers that the changes proposed in the present application justify the
grant of permission for retention of the building.
A building was in the Parish Council’s view wrongly allowed in this position and what was
erected was not what had been proposed. The Parish Council considers that lessons need
to be learned from this case and trusts that the planning authority will in future always seek
and take account of the Parish Council’s views if there is a proposal to erect any building in
this sensitive AONB land.
The Parish Council strongly urges that the proposed alterations to the current building
comprising both external and internal alterations and the removal of features and fittings
associated with residential occupation, should be completed as proposed in the application
and indicated on the submitted plan, drawing No. 2118/2/A, as a condition of planning
approval. A permission to retain the building should be conditional upon completion of the
alterations. Their satisfactory completion should be monitored and recorded by the planning
authority.
The Parish Council considers that:
The building should be required to be made as inconspicuous as possible from
proximate and more distant viewpoints. Hedge and tree planting schemes should be
required.
The roof eaves should be retained to enable rainwater to be collected for agricultural
use. This will make unnecessary or limited the transport of water to the site.
All window openings which remain should be painted or otherwise finished to match
the cladding on the building.
The building should be clad in wood rather than metal. If metal cladding is allowed
this should be in a suitable shade of green.
All windows must be removed and covering of openings which remain be replaced
with clear or translucent matching profile sheeting.
The access which has been created should be restored to its original state as part of
the SSSI and the site itself should be tidied and restored, having regard to the
sensitive area in which it is situated.

Chairman’s Report

July 13th 2020

As you are aware some of the issues that the Parish Council had hoped to complete
have had to be put on hold due to the furloughing of staff across the county. Things
appear to be gradually getting back to normal as staff are returning to regular work
but, of course, there will be delays with staff catching up with the backlog of work.
I have been in contact with Falcon Housing about the planning application to renovate
the children’s play area and this will be on their list of things that need addressing as
soon as they are fully staffed again. The National Trust stabilising the hedge bank
near the Church is still on hold. The good news is that the Community Speed Watch
program has been given the go-ahead to restart and the Village Hall will be opening
shortly for some events with the usual restrictions in place. Our local re-cycling centre
at Williton is now open but only for four days a week rather than the six days as
previously. Bridgwater is fully open. They are asking people to be restrained in what
they bring to the site and there is no hands on help available from staff. Details can
be found on the websites.
The EDF application to remove the environmental safeguard of an Acoustic Fish
Deterrent is currently being reviewed and the Wessex Area Environment Agency has
asked for more information before it makes a decision later this year.
Somerset Climate Action Network has recommended that the five principal
authorities in Somerset ‘Remove barriers and lead joint funding bids to plan and
develop effective cycling and walking infrastructure in all Somerset towns and
key rural locations’. At the moment only a few small percentage of infrastructure
spending goes on improving the accessibility for walking and cycling compared to
vehicular priorities such as road building. Cycling in and around our area appears to
be extremely dangerous due to the amount of heavy traffic on our roads.
Alfoxton House has been sold at last and the PC has had an email outlining the new
owners plans for the future as a Buddhist Retreat. They will attend a Parish Council
meeting later this year to present more details. We understand that all renovations
will be undertaken on an ‘ad hoc’ basis by volunteers so any improvements are likely
to take place over a very long time scale.
The planning appeal relating to the Strawberry Field site is under way and we are told
it could be many weeks before a decision is made due to the complexity and number
of documents relating to the application.
One of the thornier issues in hand is the proposed amalgamation of Somerset Councils
into a single unitary council. The Parish Council has been asked to respond to some of
the suggestions that have been put forward. This will be discussed as an agenda item
today. The Chairman will be present for a virtual meeting about the proposals on
Thursday 16th.
Full minutes of the meeting are posted on the website www.Holford-pc.gov.uk
Emma Cavendish

CONUNDRUM

See inside for
Brain Teasers on Page 5

?
(Answers on Page 10)

Oil delivery

Time to stock up again?
For those wishing to make use
of the community oil
delivery scheme.
Orders will need to be placed by
Monday for deliveries in the
following week, usually on
Wednesday

Please put these dates on
your calendar
17th August and
14th September

Contact :
David Young on 741249

davidyoung1934@talktalk.net

Lottery Winners

June
Winners : David and Liz Talling
Runners Up :
Mike&Liz Copland
David Toogood&Jackie Watson
July
Winner : Margaret Richards
Runners Up:
Peter&Angela Drummond
Leslie Hoose

What’s On? – Dates for your Diary
Some events are restarting please see the
Village Hall page for details
Holford and District Village Hall
Bookings : Emily Hecksher T : 741694
or on line at www.HolfordVillageHall.org

The Plough Inn is NOW OPEN!

As you can imagine, due to the current
Coronavirus epidemic most gatherings
have been cancelled.
Hopefully things will get back to normal
sooner rather than later

Weekly regulars SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
10.00 – 12.00
Mon
Computer Club
7.00pm
Short Mat Bowls – Kilve Village Hall
6.30pm
Aerobics, Pilates and Stretch
6.30 pm (1hr)
Tues
Karate – (ex 3rd Tues in month)
2.30pm (1hr)
Wed
Music and Movement
9.30 – 11.30
Thu
Coffee and Play
7.00pm
Table Tennis
10.00 – 1 pm
Fri
Art Group
1.00 – 4pm
Craft Group

Recycling collections every Friday
Collections a day later after Bank Holidays
Refuse collections : Every two weeks.
Collections a day later after Bank Holidays.
Most recycling centres are open but limiting
acceptance of items and limiting the number
of vehicles –
Please check before travelling to the site.
We hope you have enjoyed this edition
If anyone has any articles, ideas, news, snippets etc
please do let us have them
before the deadline Sept 13th
Please send items for the next issue to Christine Mew,
Ramblers
T: 741437
c.mews@outlook.com
Publication date Sept 30th
Please don’t send pdf files or images and text
directly from your phone– these are very difficult
to edit.
In future these files will be returned to sender!

