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Our village and gardens are looking particularly beautiful at the moment. Despite the cold
weather we have had, the flowers and blossom are gorgeous. The News and Views team
are all keen to carry on with the paper version of the newsletter, but we are beginning to
have some problems. We now only have four sponsors to cover the six editions each year –
Kilve Shop, Combe House Hotel, The Plough Inn and Holford Gardeners' Group (many
thanks to them). So we need more sponsors if we are going to continue in the future. The
printing of each edition costs around £60, the cost of a flyer being extra. If anyone or
group is happy to help with the cost please contact Bryan Warren Tel.741392. The smallest
of donations is welcome. A contribution of £5 or £10 will help to keep the newsletter going!
We will soon be coming up to the 100th Anniversary of the end of the First World War. If
anyone has any ideas or articles to commemorate this please send them to the e-mail
address on the back of the newsletter.

Home-Start West Somerset has successfully made it
through to the second round of the Hinkley Community
Cohesion grants programme so we are publicising our
service in anticipation of expanding into the east of the
district. Get in touch with us in May
admin@homestart-westsomerst.org.uk
Would you like to support a young
family in your area?
Do you know of young families
who need support?

or for more information visit our web-site
www.homestart-westsomerset.org.uk,
or on Facebook
http://en-gb.facebook.com/homestartwestsomerset

The Art and Craft Exhibition
This proved to be a very enjoyable and successful event. The work achieved by these two groups is
quite outstanding and thanks go out to all contributors. Even more appreciation goes to those who
helped set up and dismantle the exhibition and also of course to those who supported the event.
When the exhibition was being set up a problem was encountered in that six of the table covers
were missing. These white covers were bought specially by the Art Group to fit over the Village Hall
tables. If anyone knows where these are could they see that they are returned to the Village Hall.

This edition of Holford News and Views has been kindly sponsored by
Holford Gardeners Group
A full colour version is available on the Holford Village website
wwwHolfordVillage.com – Thank you to David Talling

Holford History Society
Reports
Holford History Society Evening on Wednesday 28th March.
The HHS organised a wonderful Somerset themed evening of eating
and drinking whilst listening to Alan Stone’s talk on the history of
cider and cheese making in the West Country. A lavish feast of bread, cheese, fruit
and pickles was provided and quickly consumed. Alan’s talk was enjoyable
and also very amusing.
On 25th April Bob Musgrave gave a fascinating talk about Inn Signs. Bob has been studying
inn signs for 25 years! He told us that Inns came about during medieval times to house
workers building churches, as these took about 15 years to complete. Water was highly
polluted at this time and ale was brewed as a substitute. Many other interesting facts now
make us all look at Inn signs with fresh eyes.
The next meeting is on May 30th – The History of Westonzoyland Airfield (see poster)

Ancient Quantocks Ritual Explained

Local walkers in the combes have long wondered about the origin of the custom of
collecting dog droppings in a bag and hanging them from a branch. A study jointly,
undertaken by the University of Watchet History Faculty and Stowey University School of
Archaeology, claims to have found the answer.
Various reasons have been put forward in the past. A study by a Victorian cleric produced
what was claimed to be conclusive proof that they were part of a religious ritual dating
back to Druidic times. In those days it was thought that deer droppings represented the
spirit of departed souls and that, by attaching them to holly trees in small leather bags,
people would be reunited with family loved ones. It was then thought that this pagan
custom was taken up in early Christian times and became a somewhat bizarre love token:
a young man would gather the leavings of a favourite dog and leave it along a path that he
knew his desired partner would follow and that the scent would be imprinted on her.
It was also once thought, in some parts of south west England, that a bag of animal
droppings could be used to divine the weather. The droppings were placed in a bag loosely
held together by leaves: if the bag remained dry and intact the weather was fine: if it
disintegrated, it was raining. Later, somewhat more scientific methods eventually
prevailed, however, even in remote country areas.
Another option considered by the University study related to stag and fox hunting on the
hills, with huntsmen leaving small bags in a given area to help corral the hunted animal,
which would recoil from the scent left by the bag.
The study, funded by a €500,000 (£435,000) grant from the European Commission, and
over a five-year period, examined several thousand bags, most made of black plastic with a
small proportion in blue plastic. Locations investigated included hedgerows, bushes and
small trees, as well as some bags left, presumably after careful thought, in the driveways
of local houses.
The researchers eventually concluded that there was a simpler reason - that they were left
by people too lazy, forgetful or thoughtless to take them home.
By News & Views reporter Izzy Tew

Maurice's 100th Birthday
We would like to thank the bell ringers
organised by Pam Campbell for their
tribute to Jean's father on his 100th
Birthday on Easter Saturday.
He was delighted to hear the bells.
Lunch with close family at The Cottage
Inn was made special when one of the
other diners organised everyone in the
restaurant to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ to
him.
Photo attached of him with his card
from the Queen flanked by his
daughter Jean, granddaughter
Caroline and great-granddaughter
Sarah
Mike Pearce
Many congratulations from all
at Holford News and Views

Bench on the Bowling Green
Christina Taylor rescued this bench from near the Counting House a number of years ago.
Pictured are family members Carol Watkins and Ian Taylor who have refurbished the seat in
Christina’s memory.

KHARS - KILVE and HOLFORD COMMUNITY CAR SCHEME
WANTED
Drivers with their own vehicles to help with this much needed community car scheme.
Started in January 2004
No regular commitment, just a willingness to be on the driver’s register to fulfil a worthwhile
community need.
You will require a roadworthy car with legal documentation and you will be asked to undertake a
Disclosure and Barring Service check (D.B.S)
Interested? Then please contact
BRIAN HOUSE Tel. 01278 741384 email - brian.moonrakers@gmail.com


Holford Church News
Combe House hotel have kindly invited us to have a coffee morning on Wednesday 20th June from
10.30 am. Everyone welcome!
On Saturday 14th July we are having a table top sale in the churchyard! You are invited to have a
table and sell your arts, crafts, plants, antiques, unwanted items and junk from 11.00 am until
4.00 pm. The cost to 'exhibit' will be £10 per table. In addition, light lunches and teas will be
served during the day and there will be a tombola and maybe something else! Look out for more
details!
On Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th August, Marilyn and Mark at Glenclose will serve cream teas
from 2.30 pm until 4.30 pm. You know what a lovely garden they have and teas are always
delicious - so please come.
As you probably saw in the last issue of Holford News and Views, the church in Holford is very
short of funds and some fund raising has to be undertaken just to keep us afloat. Therefore, our
small band would be very pleased to have your company at any of these events and if you feel
that you could give a little assistance any time, it would be much appreciated.
If you would like to book a table for the table top sale or ask anything, please call either Sue on
741215 or Jenny 741206.


Quantock House
St. Margaret’s Hospice has decided to change the way in which it delivers carer support across
Somerset and as a result will no longer be providing respite breaks at Quantock House in Holford,
West Somerset.
In recent months we have been looking for ways to ensure that our valued carer support services are
accessible to all across the county.
As a charity, we need to use our resources efficiently so that our services are available to as many
people as possible. While feedback from those who have used Quantock House has been positive, the
low uptake of respite breaks means that by redeploying the resources required to provide this service
we will be able to reach more people who need and can benefit from our support.
Due to the nature of referrals and the difficulty many carers have accessing services at Quantock
House, our Carer Support Coordinator is moving her focus into the wider community to extend our
reach through more local groups across Somerset. By increasing the way in which carer support can be
offered, we have already been able to make good connections across the county and are providing
more of what carers have said they need.
Due to the high costs associated with owning and maintaining a Grade II listed thatched cottage
originally constructed in the 17th century and the need for us to ensure charitable funds are used
effectively, after much consideration, we are planning to place the property on the market. It is our
intention that the sale will enable us to invest further in providing additional alternative support for
carers within our county.
Should you have any questions about this decision or require more information, please do not hesitate
to contact Clinical Director Joy Milliken on 01823 259394 or joy.milliken@st-margarets-hospice.org.uk.
Yours sincerely - Babs Ruff

Report
Pauline Kidner came along in March to give an insight into the
work of Secret World including its work rehabilitating injured and
underweight hedgehogs and returning them to the wild. She
stressed that our local wildlife needs all the help it can get as
population numbers have declined dramatically due to loss of
habitats. Hedgehogs are vulnerable to injury from litter (can get
tangled in netting) so please pick up any litter you come across.
Be careful with strimmers and check bonfires where they often
hide. Ring Secret World on 01278 783250 if you find an injured or
abandoned wild animal.
April’s talk on “Bees” was a most fascinating talk by an incredibly knowledgeable and
enthusiastic Brigit Strawbridge – we could have easily listened to her for hours! There are
20,000 species of bees worldwide – in the UK we have 1 honey bee, 26 bumblebees and
240 species of solitary bee. An identification guide is needed!
Bees are in decline mainly due to loss of habitat, so our gardens are an important source
of homes and food. We need to plant nectar rich flowers such as viper’s bugloss, nepeta,
ivy, crocus, lavender, borage, chives and sedums. Brigit added that HGG was a lovely
Group so why not come and join us?

HOLFORD GARDENERS GROUP
Present
‘A Fascinating Look at Quantock
Hills and Villages’
By Keith Edwards
An illustrated talk about the purpose,
development and launch
of Quantock Views pictures archive

on Saturday, July 28th 7.30pm
(Holford & District Village Hall)

All welcome - £5 on the door
Includes wine and nibbles
www.holfordgardenersgroup.co.uk (741130)

HOLFORD GARDENERS GROUP
Tuesday, June 19th 7.30pm
‘I only count the sunny hours:
a look at Sundials over the years’
Cyril Routley

Tuesday, July 17th
Members’ Garden Meeting
at Hodderscombe Lodge, Holford
Social evening with Pimms &
strawberries
whilst exploring a lovely garden in the
combe.

All welcome

Members £1, non-members £3.50

www.holfordgardenersgroup.co.uk (741130)

Kilve Village Hall
Film Nights doors open 7.00 for 7.30pm start £5 adult
Future films include “The Darkest Hour”, “Finding Your Feet” and The Greatest Showman

Holford Recipe Book
Response to this project has been a little slow, so come on you bakers, cooks and chefs, send me
your recipes, all will be acknowledged. Proceeds from the sale of book will go towards Holford
Church funds.
Mo (Plomgren) 01278 741152 email: plomdove4145@googlemail.com

NEWS FROM YOUR VILLAGE HALL

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE - PROGRESS STALLED
The renovation project for the village hall has temporarily stalled. Although we now have
pledges of over £500,000 from various charities, and our own funds, it is not enough to
meet the contractors’ estimates, which far exceeded our expectations. We are therefore
trying to find ways of reducing the cost of the project and simultaneously raise further
funds. We are also considering a complete demolition and new build instead of the previous
plans.
Our proposed June start date will therefore not be met. We realise this impacts on the
various groups and other hall users who have made alternative plans for the summer, and
we are really sorry for the inconvenience this will have caused. At the moment it is
impossible to provide any accurate estimate of when the work will start. Please bear with
us. We will let everyone know once there is further progress.
Alan Falkingham
holfordhallchair@gmail.com
Chairman
01278 741711
Holford & District Village Hall
07960 842331
Registered Charity 304559

Kilve & Holford Play Reading Group
In February, we met at Carole Waters,
Holford and read 'The Kerry Dance', a play
by Tony Rushforth, where the leading
character Jamie wants to study at RADA, but
against his Irish Catholic Mothers wishes, so
Jamie takes lessons for his audition in secret
with a relief teacher, leading to upsets within
the family! Carole provided a delicious tea
and this time with fairy cakes!!
Our last meeting of the season in March,
we met at Sheila Batemans' house and we
experienced a wonderful afternoon reading
'Sylvia's Wedding' a very humorous play
by Jimmie Chinn. After ten years of
courting, Gordon proposes to Sylvia and
throws both families into turmoil, Sylvia's
parents are hardly the sort of people that
Gordon's father wants his family to be
connected to and the feeling is mutual. Our
cast was brilliant in their roles, worthy of an
amateur dramatic production. All very
amusing, and followed by a sumptuous tea.
Thanks to all our hostesses for the last few
months. Our season will re-commence in
October, and new members are always
welcome.
Mo (Plomgren) 01278 741152, email:
plomdove4145@googlemail.com

14th MAY 2018.
NOTES FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF HOLFORD PARISH COUNCIL
The Minutes of the previous Annual Meeting (2016/2017) were approved and duly signed. The Chairman the
gave her report for 2017/18 the main points being as follows:
Planning very busy for a small parish.
Hinkley Point C very busy and going well.
Parish ground maintenance had gone well.
A plaque recognising Christina Taylor’s contribution towards the rescue of the Dodington Bench and its placement
upon the Bowling Green has been attached to the bench.
Holford and Kilve Parish Councils together with the National Trust have made initial repairs to the War Memorial
Trees with more work and attention to the Memorial Stone to be carried out in the Autumn of this year.
The Public Works Loan in favour of the Holford Village Hall Refurbishment was confirmed.
New Parish Notice Boards have been installed.
The Chairman thanked all the Parish Councillors for their contributions during the year and closed the Meeting.
NOTES FOR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF HOLFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Apologies received from Cllr H. Davies SCC and Cllr G. Weed.
Chairman Mrs D Salvidge stepped down as Chairman and Cllr C. Hayes was appointed Chairman in her stead.
Mrs D. Salvidge was appointed Vice-Chairman as replacement for Cllr Hayes.
The following Representatives were appointed : Planning – Cllrs Young and Salvidge.
Parish Maintenance – Cllrs Young and Hayes.
Holford and District Village Hall – Cllrs Young and Weed.
Highways and Rights of Way – Cllrs Prince and Salvidge.
Hunt Relationship – Cllrs Salvidge and Hayes.
Hinkley Point C – Cllr Ayre. AONB – Cllr Ayre.
Bowling Green Steward – Mr Jerry Anderson (to be confirmed).
Internal Audit - Mr Tim Tennant ( to be confirmed).
Community Issues and Concerns
Mr W. Jenman Development Officer for the Quantock Hills AONB Landscape Partnership Scheme was invited to
brief Members on the Project.
Mr Tavner raised the matter of a new Planning Application for the Silk Mills site.
Peter Grandfield questioned the status of the Public Works Loan following the stalled funding situation of the
Holford and District Village Hall. The PWL has not been drawn down but the Parish Council is in receipt of
Precept which contains Parishioners contributions to the PWL.
Peter Grandfield asked why no Parish Council opinion had been stated over the proposed merger of WSC and
TDBC. The Chairman said that he did not feel the need to give an opinion and was not aware of the Consultation
Process. WSC Cllr Morgan consultation was available and Kilve PC had held a Public Meeting with the Leader of
WSC to discuss the issue.
Declarations of Interest
Cllrs Ayre and Salvidge on Planning Applications 3/16/18/005 and 3/16/18/007
Cllr Hayes on Planning application 3/16/18/007
WSC Report Cllrs Goss and Morgan.
The last WSC Annual Meeting will be on 17/05/2018 the Application for a new council currently in Parliamentary
Process. The first joint meeting between WSC and TDBC will feature 85 Councillors!! Major road works at
Quantock Roundabout and Homberg Way expected to last for 4 months. Improvements to the free Community
Bus Scheme are expected. Cllr Goss said that HPC should have a Member on the Hinkley Transport Forum Cllr
Ayre agreed to attend. The new Hinkley Point C Jetty is behind schedule Peter Grandfield asked what had
happened to the £4 million from EDF as the “price extracted” for the increase in HGV trips. Cllr Morgan said that
Sedgemoor controlled it. Cllr Morgan thanked Cllr Salvidge for her work as Chair last year.
Planning Applications
Application 3/16/18/005 House by Plough Inn – HPC “No objections”
Application 3/16/18/007 - Moorhouse Farm Caravan Site – HPC “No objections” agreed with 2 year licence
stipulated.
Application 3/16/18/008 – Copse Cottage – HPC “No objections”- Public enforced reasonable work hours.
Parish Maintenance
Matthew Peaster was awarded Holford Village Maintenance Contract 2018/19.
The Meeting closed at 2245 hrs.

CONUNDRUM

A tricky one for last month’s
edition, and only one person,
Mike Pearce, managed to spot it,
much to his wife Jean’s
annoyance as he wouldn’t give
her a clue as to where he’d been
walking the dog when he saw it.
The cast iron head is on the end
of the seat in the churchyard and
is fairly small so well done Mike.
The picture above is much easier
to find and I’m expecting an
avalanche of correct answers! If
you see it give me a call on
01278 741130 for a mention in
the next edition.
Mike Richardson

Oil delivery
Time to stock up again?
For those wishing to make use of
the community oil delivery
scheme—orders will need to be
placed by:
for deliveries in the following
weeks usually Wednesday

Please put these dates on
your calendar

June 18th, July 23rd and Aug 20th

Contact :

David Young on 741249

davidyoung1934@talktalk.net

What’s On? – Dates for your Diary
All events unless stated are in
Holford and District Village Hall
Holford Village website
www.HolfordVillage.com
Booking Officer for the Hall – Andrew Mew 01278 741437
Email : Life2sail@hotmail.co.uk (details on website)
Events in the Plough will be advertised around the village
May 2018
Wed
30th
History Society ‘Somerset in
7.00pm
World War Two’
June 2018
Sat
2nd
Coffee Morning
10 – 12noon
Thurs 14th
Happy Feet Gardeners Trip leaves
Sat
16th
Glitter Run at Taunton
Racecourse in aid of St
Margaret’s Hospice
Mon
18th
Trip returns
Tues
19th
Gardeners Group ‘Sun and
7.30pm
Sundials’
Wed
20th
Coffee Morning at Combe House
10.30 am
in aid of Holford Church
Sat
23rd
Fiddington Fair
Wed
27th
History Society Social Evening
7.00pm
with short talks by members
July 2018
Sat
7th
Coffee Morning
10 – 12noon
Mon
9th
Parish Council Meeting
7.30pm
Sat
14th
Table top sale in the Churchyard
11am – 4pm
Tues
17th
Members’ Meeting at
6.30pm
Hodderscombe Lodge
Sat
28th
‘A fascinating look at Quantock
7.30pm
Hills and Villages’ Keith Edwards
August 2018
Sat
4th
No coffee morning but Tea at
2.30 –
Glen Close (Marilyn and Mark’s)
4.30pm
Sun
5th
Tea at Glen Close
Same time
Weekly regulars
Mon
‘Fun with computers’
10 – 12noon
Short Mat Bowls – Kilve Village Hall
7.00pm
Tues
Karate
6.30 pm (1hr)
(Except for Gardeners Group meetings)
Wed
Exercise Class
2.30pm
Thur
Coffee and Play
10 – 11.45am
Table tennis
7.30pm
Support Group at Quantock House
10 – 12noon
(1st and 3rd Thursdays)
Fri
Art Group
(no spaces for new
10.00 – 1 pm
Craft Group
members at present)
2.00 – 5 pm
Recycling collections every Friday
Collections a day later after Bank Holidays
Refuse collections :
May 25th, June 8th & 22nd, July 6th, 20th , Aug 3rd, 17th & 31st

Lottery Winners
1st Prize March :
Runners up :
1st Prize April :
Runners up :

Kate Hammond
Debbie Salvidge and Rob and Mary Culligan
Ann Anderson
Brian and Therese Gay and Margaret Baker

The cost of joining the village lottery is now £10

We hope you have enjoyed this edition
If anyone has any articles, ideas, news, snippets etc please do
let us have them before the deadline July 1st 2018
Please send them to Wendy Grandfield, The White Cottage
(741233 or wendy@grandfield.eu)

