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Editorial

A Happy New Year from everyone involved with News and Views. A great team of people
help produce and deliver News and Views and they all deserve a big ‘Thank You’ for all
their hard work. Unfortunately it is also the time of year when a lot of bills roll in.
Subscriptions from non-residents, of £5, are now due before the next issue. Please send
them to the treasurer, Bryan Warren, Brackenside, Holford TA5 1RZ, cheques payable to
News and Views. Failure to do this will mean you no longer receive issues.
It seems an appropriate time of year to look at the content of the newsletter and to think
of ways to make it as dynamic, modern and lively as possible! We would love to receive
articles of local interest from YOU. Any topic that you think would be entertaining to our
readers and relates (however loosely) to local issues or interests would be welcome. Your
passions, hobbies, and knowledge are desperately needed to give our HNV a lift in 2018.
News and Views would love to include more information from the young people of the
village. Children today lead such busy lives and we would like to hear of any
achievements, sporting or otherwise, money raised through sponsorship of activities etc.
Mo Young has offered to produce a Children's section for News and Views.
Contact her – maureenyoung@hotmail.com
Poppy Appeal
The village collection for The Royal
British Legion Poppy Appeal in November
was £243 .17 which was from the house
to house collection and the boxes in The
Plough and Combe House hotel . A
further £30 was given by the church
making a total of £273.17p.
Books and Magazine sales
In 2017 the books, magazines and DVDs
in the village hall raised £110.Thank you
to everyone who bought or donated any.
Please continue to do this as it is an easy
way to raise money and helps to pay for
the Wi Fi in the village hall. Joan Birch.
Holford Church Jumble Sale
Village Hall Sat 27th January 2pm
Please bring items in the morning

The Christmas Card
Delivery Service

We have raised a magnificent total of £451 for the
Air Ambulance this year and I would like to thank
you all for supporting this worthwhile charity. I
would also like to thank Erl, Mo and Keith Edwards
for helping me with the delivery this year. A big
thank you goes to Mike Richardson, who has been
selling some of Tony’s golf items, and this money
has also boosted the total.
Wishing you all a good New Year
Liz Guttridge 07501 382844
There were some problems with deliveries at
Christmas. Could everyone stand back from their
house and check that their house sign is clearly
displayed? This will obviously help delivery drivers
but also stop vans blocking the roads for too long.
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NEWS FROM YOUR VILLAGE HALL
A Happy New Year from all the Village Hall Committee!

All funding
applications for the
hall’s refurbishment
have now been
submitted. As you
know the Big Lottery
and EDF’s CIM Fund
have already
promised £332,000.
Viridor Credit’s
decision on £100,000
is expected in late
January, with others
following in February
/ March. In February,
we will go out to
tender, and seek
quotes from 4 or 5
building contractors.
It is hoped we can
use local firms.
Later in 2018 we will need your help with the finishing touches: hedgerow and shrub planting, painting and
decorating. Any interested parties should contact Alan Falkingham 741711.
EASYFUNDRAISING
We have raised nearly £400 to date for the hall. PLEASE join. No credit card details taken.
Shop with any of over 3,300 well-known retailers via the easyfundraising website and a percentage of what you
spend is passed to H&DVH at no additional cost to you.
Retailers include Amazon, M&S, Vodafone, eBay, Tesco, Viking and many more.
Please register to support us today https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/holforddistrictvh/
RIVIERA TRAVEL will donate 10% of the cost of your holiday to the village hall if you mention this when booking.
Riviera Travel have an excellent reputation and have won many awards.

Following the Group’s AGM in November Chris Webber came to
talk about My Life in Parks over 40 Years. He was born and
brought up in Weston-super-Mare where he has worked for over
40 years in the council’s parks and gardens. After gaining his
National Diploma in Horticulture at Cannington College he first
worked in the woodlands above Weston quickly followed by
growing all the plants in the council nursery for the floral displays
in the parks and decorations for civic functions. The floral clock in
the town centre was his favourite. He designed the arrangements,
grew the plants, and then took 2 weeks to plant the 25,000 tiny plants whilst balancing
on a ladder above the clock face! Due to cost present day displays are much simpler.
At the time Chris was part of a team of over 60 gardeners across the nursery and all the
council parks – all the work was done by hand including push mowers. He worked his
way up to Head of Parks and Seafronts retiring in 2011. Missing working with plants he
soon got a job for the Weston Town Centre Partnership looking after the hanging baskets
and floral displays for the town Council.
In the week before Christmas the committee hosted a social evening providing a buffet,
punch and wine. Chris Martin set a challenging plant anagram quiz whilst Mike
Richardson set 2 quizzes – ‘name the films from their posters’ and ‘name the silhouette
cartoon characters’. Prizes went to three teams – one in a tie break by guessing the
closest number of beans in a Heinz 415gm baked bean tin. Just in case you want to know
it is 465and ‘no’ Mike did not count them! It was a great evening with donations to St
Margaret’s Hospice, including £25 from the Group.

DANCE PRACTICE FOR
BURNS SUPPER
Thank you to Sue Wicks
for designing the poster
and David Talling for
printing the tartan
tickets.
Tickets going fast!
The hall is booked
between 6pm and 7pm on
Thursday 25th January to
practise Scottish Country
dancing.
Refresh your Gay
Gordons or, for the more
adventurous, we suggest
an Eightsome Reel!

Holford History Society
Reports
Holford History Society had a very enjoyable evening at an Antiques
Roadshow in November. About 40 people came, which was just the right
number for this event. The cheese and wine flowed! We hope no one
was going for a cholesterol check the following week!
Among the thirty or so items that were brought along were a percussion lock rifle, a letter
opener from the Far East (which could double as a knife), and a British Army knife bayonet
from the Great War. Thank goodness 'Stop and Search' didn't take place in
Holford that Friday evening! Among the many other items were a small tin that was a
present to the troops in 1914 and contained either chocolates or cigarettes, a watercolour
painting by local artist Marion Broom and a Chinese teapot.
Peter Rixon, the antiques expert from Greenslade Taylor Hunt, had a broad knowledge of all
the objects on display and was very entertaining.
We have an interesting Speaker/Event programme for January until June next year. These
meetings will take place at 7 pm on the last Wednesday of the month in Holford and District
Village Hall.
January 31st An illustrated talk by Tony Bagwell on Somerset ‘Now and Then’ based on the AA
guide book for 1965 depicting sketches of locations to compare with current views.
February 28th Talk by David Beach on Anthony Salvin, the Victorian architect responsible for
redesigning Dunster Castle and other significant country houses.
March 28th A talk by Alan Stone on Somerset Cider and Cheeses. This will be a social evening
with cider and cheese tasting and our fundraiser for 2018.
April 25th Bob Musgrave: ‘Inn Signs’ - their history and connection to the social life of villages and towns in
Somerset.
May 30th Robert Turner: ‘Somerset in WW2’, particularly Weston Zoyland Airfield and west Somerset.
June 27th A Holford History Society Social Evening to include short talks of historical interest by

members.

Hare Knap

In October Lady Gass gave
permission for a few trees to be
pruned or removed from Lower
Hare Knap. In November Sue
and Keith Edwards helped Andy
Stevenson (AONB Ranger) to
restore the view from the
Millennium Seat which is just
beyond the gate above Hare
Knap Cottage. Unfortunately the
seat is beginning to rot and
there is considerable foot erosion
in front of the seat.
It is not clear how, or by whom,
this problem might be tackled.

A Holford reunion - in Belgium
So there we were - my son Chris, grandson William and me - having our bags checked before we entered the
main square in Ypres, when, to my left, came ‘Hello, Mike’. And there was Jenny Swash, also in Ypres with a
whole squad of eleven family members. A true Holford reunion.
The coincidence that brought us together was the Passchendaele Centenary in Belgium, marking one of the
worst battles in the First World War. Jenny’s father (who was wounded at Passchendaele) and my father and
uncle, as well as Chris’s maternal great grandfather, were all involved in the events of 100 years ago which
came to symbolise the true horror of war at its pointless worst.
It was a remarkable and memorable two days. Jenny’s family - with children and grandchildren - had found
accommodation in Oostdunkirke, a delightful small town on the coast. We were staying just over the border in
France. In Ypres the events started with the daily Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate (memorial to 54,896
men who have no grave). Every night at sunset since the 1920s - other than during the last war - the Last Post
has been sounded and, on this occasion, the ceremony included marching troops, a Scottish choir and wreath
laying by many dignitaries including the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and the King and Queen of the
Belgians. Later that evening there was a dramatization of the events of the Battle of Passchendaele, fronted by
Dame Helen Mirren, with, amongst others, Michael Morpurgo telling a new Warhorse story - with Joey, the
amazing Warhorse ‘puppet’, on the stage, Ian Hislop with excerpts from his play ’The Wipers Times’ and
readings from very moving letters from the front line. [The evening ended with an impressive son et lumiere with
images of soldiers retelling their stories projected onto the facade of the Cloth Hall - the medieval building that
was destroyed during the war and then rebuilt.]
The following day - the 31st July, exactly 100 years since the Third Battle of Ypres began (also called the Battle
of Passchendaele after the village that was the final objective) - Jenny and her son Angus and the Copland party
joined 4000 descendants of those who fought at Tyne Cot, the largest of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission cemeteries with more than 11,000 men buried or commemorated there. [A series of German
blockhouses remain in the cemetery and one - later used as a dressing station after its capture by Australians in
October 1917 - is now surmounted by the Cross of Sacrifice which acts as the centre of the cemetery.]
The service there was attended by the Prince Charles, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, the King and
Queen of the Belgians and representatives from all the countries whose men had fought at
Passchendaele. Among the readings was a very moving letter from a German soldier to his mother: the
suffering was on all sides. After the service our seven-year-old got to shake hands with the King of the Belgians
and met Prime Minister Theresa May, so he was happy!
Overall the event was a frightening reminder of what can result from the mistakes we make. The three months
of the battle resulted in 500,000 killed or wounded: the allies gained just five miles of land which they lost again
six months later. The memory needs to remain in the hope that nations will work together to prevent such
disasters. Is that asking too much?
Mike Copeland



NOTICES
Planning Renovations This Year?
If you’re thinking of a new extension, a bit of remodelling, or finally knocking down
that old garage, have you checked for asbestos? Any property built or refurbished
before 2000 could potentially contain ACMs (Asbestos Containing Materials).
Commonly found in corrugated roofing sheets, it was also widely used in artex-type
paint coatings, insulation material, floor tiles, other construction material, fixtures
and fittings. Left undisturbed, these materials don’t present a health risk. However,
when damaged the fibres easily become airborne and can be inhaled. Exposure to
these microscopic fibres can lead to severe lung disease and cancer. In the UK,
around 5000 deaths a year are linked to asbestos exposure, and it can take years
for symptoms to develop. Invisible to the naked eye and normally blended with
other substances, professional testing is needed to ensure asbestos is dealt with
safely.
Somerset Scientific Services, part of Somerset County Council, offer free impartial
asbestos advice as part of our commitment to public health and safety. We also
offer an expert service to identify and project manage the removal of any ACMs.
Samples of suspect material can be sent to our lab for analysis and we’ll provide
impartial advice on your next steps if asbestos is identified. For larger projects
surveys can be completed on site by our specialist asbestos team if needed.
Call the team or visit our website for expert advice – and to find out what other
services we provide.
somersetscientificservices.co.uk
T : 01823 355906
SSSmailbox@somerset.gov.uk

HOLFORD GARDENERS GROUP
February 20th 7.30pm
’Keukenhof Gardens’
Mike Smith

March 20th 7.30pm
’Hedgehogs’
Pauline Kidner: Secret World

Members £1, Non-members £3.50
All welcome

Holford Parish Councillors are:
Debbie Salvidge (Chair)
741 578
Chris Hayes (Vice Chair)
741 652
Terence Ayre
01823 432 439
Emma Cavendish
741 435
Emma Prince
741 009
Gareth Weed
741 382
Mo Young
741 249
Clerk: Hema Stanley

07818 015956

Parish Council Website: www.holford-pc.gov.uk
Email for Chairman: chairman@holfordpc.gov.uk
Email for Councillors:
councillors@holford-pc.gov.uk
Email for Clerk: clerk@holford-pc.gov.uk

Kilve Film Nights
Wed 7th February – “Beauty and the Beast”
Wed 7th March “Another Mother's Son” (Films may change)

Parish Council Meeting 8th January 2018
www.holford-pc.gov.uk
Present: Chairman Debbie Salvidge, Cllrs. Terry Ayre, Emma Cavendish, Chris
Hayes, Gareth Weed, Mo Young, WSCCllrs. Sue Goss, Chris Morgan, SCC Cllr.
Hugh Davies, Clerk Hema Stanley and 3 members of the public
WSC Matters
Chris Morgan and Sue Goss said that there is a lot of misinformation on the
subject of the amalgamation of the West Somerset and Taunton Deane Councils.
Taunton Deane would not be ‘taking over’ West Somerset but a new Council
would be created. A small amount of nuclear waste from other sites will be
stored at Hinkley Point A. Anyone with concerns about illegal hunting should
report them to the Wildlife Crime Police Officer. Work on the Williton Park and
Ride for Hinkley Point employees will start in March and should be in use in
September.
SCC Matters
Hugh Davies said that the Park and Ride service to Musgrove Park Hospital will
operate on Saturdays only from 7.30 am – 8.00 pm.
There is now another Hinkley Point C Community Fund for which good
causes can now apply.
Village Maintenance
It was agreed that Greenslades since being appointed have done well in keeping
the village tidy. Letters inviting tenders for the next year will be sent out soon
so that a decision on the award can be taken at the March Council meeting.
Highways
The rubbish by the Counting House has been removed and Somerset Highways
have instructed contractors to remove the gorse around the field at Kilton
Corner. The local authority will be chased again about the signs at Back Lane
which have been made but need to be installed. The burger van at Nomansland
is no longer being left overnight and the litter bin there which has disappeared
will be replaced.
IN SPITE OF A PLEA IN LAST SEPTEMBER’S MEETING NOTES, PARKING IN
PORTWAY LANE CONTINUES TO BE A BIG PROBLEM. EMERGENCY
SERVICES DO NEED TO GET THROUGH AND RESIDENTS AND THEIR
VISITORS ARE STRONGLY URGED TO KEEP THEIR VEHICLES WELL OFF THE
ROADWAY.

-Continued-

Free Tour of Hinkley C Site
If you would like to visit the site a bus will be provided for the above on
Wednesday 7 March, from 10.00 – 12.30. More information will be on the
Parish Council website and posters will be on the village noticeboards.
Hunting
Following a complaint from a member of the public the Clerk has written to the
Chairman of the Quantock Staghounds. There has been no response so far.
Defibrillator
Some members of the public are concerned about their lack of knowledge of
how to use the defibrillator which is located at The Plough. When making a 999
call the ambulance service will instruct one on what to do and there is also a
helpful UTube video.
Bowling Green
In response to a resident’s request, a one metre stretch of grass at the edge of
the Bowling Green will be left longer than the rest of the area.
Coronation Commemoration Seat
The seat is to be inscribed with words to mark Christina Taylor’s work in
ensuring that the seat was relocated.
Traffic Speed
In response to a resident’s request the topic of traffic speed through the village
was again debated but it was decided that, under present traffic regulations,
there is nothing that can be done about reducing the speed from 30 to 20 mph.
Village Hall
In order to raise the final amount of finance for the £500k of work to modernise
the Village Hall, in the next few days residents will receive a letter asking for the
Parish Council to be authorised to apply for a Public Works Loan of £10k to be
financed by an addition to the Council Tax for several years.
War Memorial on Longstone Hill
The National Trust, which owns the land, at the end of February has undertaken
to clear the shrub and small trees which are growing among the fir trees. Kilve
PC has suggested working together with Holford to restore the memorial stone,
the lettering on which has deteriorated.
Next Parish Council Meeting
Monday 12th March 2018
This report was submitted by a member of the public who attended the
meeting.

What’s On? – Dates for your Diary
All events unless stated are in
Holford and District Village Hall

CONUNDRUM

Holford Village website
www.HolfordVillage.com
Booking Officer for the Hall – Andrew Mew 01278 741437
Email : Life2sail@hotmail.co.uk (details on website)
January 2018
Tues
16th
Gardeners Group
Sat
27th
Jumble Sale
Delivery in the morning
Wed
31st
History Society

The first Conundrum of 2018 and
it’s a nice easy one to get you
started in the New Year. I’m sure
you’ve all seen it but not
necessarily looked at it from this
direction. Last edition’s picture
was of one of the ‘flower pot’
drain pipe hoppers on the front
wall of Bourne Stream, and was
spotted by Mike Pearce, but
recognised by Jean Pearce who
got it without even leaving the
house! Well done to both.
If you see the subject, call me
on 01278 741130 for a name
check. Good luck.
Mike Richardson

7.30pm
2.00pm
7.00pm

February
Sat
3rd
3rd
Wed
7th
Tues
20th
Wed
21st
Wed
28th

Coffee Morning
Burns Night
Kilve Film Night
Gardeners Group
Karen Keane Memorial Quiz
History Society

10 – 12noon
7.00pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.00pm

March
Sat
Wed
Mon
Tues
Wed

Coffee Morning
Kilve Film Night
Parish Council Meeting
Gardeners Group
History Society

10 – 12noon
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.00pm

3rd
7th
12th
20th
28th

Events in the Plough will be advertised around the village

Oil delivery

Time to stock up again?
For those wishing to make use of
the community oil delivery
scheme—orders will need to be
placed by:
Mon 22nd Jan, Mon 19th Feb and
Mon 19th March

for deliveries during the following
weeks

Please put these dates on
your calendar
Ring David Young 741249
or email
davidyoung1934@talktalk.net

Weekly regulars
Mon
Fun with computers
Short Mat Bowls – Kilve Village Hall
Tues
Karate
(Except for Gardeners Group meetings)
Wed
Exercise Class
Thur
Coffee and Play
Table tennis
Fri
Art Group
Craft Group
Recycling collections every Friday
Collections a day later after Bank Holidays
Refuse collections :
Jan,19th, Feb 2nd, 16th , Mar 2nd 16th and 30th

10 – 12noon
7.00pm
6.30 pm (1hr)
2.30pm
10 – 11.45am
7.30pm
10.00 – 1 pm
2.00 – 5 pm

Lottery Winners
1st Prize
Louise Russ
Runners up Brian Gay, Elaine Falkingham
The cost of joining the village lottery is now £10

We hope you have enjoyed this edition
If anyone has any articles, ideas, news, snippets etc please do
let us have them before the deadline March 3rd
Please send them to Wendy Grandfield, The White Cottage
(741233 or wendy@grandfield.eu)

