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News in Brief
A Happy Christmas from all of us here at News and Views. Also thank you to our contributors,
sponsors and distributors who help to keep it a free newsletter for the people of Holford. We would
welcome any new ideas and information that you think should be included.

The Christmas Card
Delivery Service.
This is the 15th so far and we have raised just
under £3,000.
The instructions are as follows, the postbox will be
in the church porch from 6th - 16th December
and the cards will be delivered a few days later .
The cards can also be left at Lady Charles House.
Please make sure that the full name and address
is on the envelope as this makes our job easier in
delivering the cards to the right place. There is no
charge for this service but all donations go to the
Friends of the Dorset and Somerset Air
Ambulance, so please give generously
Thank you
Liz Guttridge 07501 382844

Brian Gay
Many thanks to Brian Gay (seen here with his
apprentice Banana), who gave his skills as a sign
writer to enhance our new noticeboards.

Handmade craft, Art &
upcycled Vintage

Christmas Fair
Holford Village Hall (A39)
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
25th & 26th November
10am until 4pm
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NEWS FROM YOUR VILLAGE HALL
‘Fun With Computers’ is well attended on a Monday morning from 10pm – 12
noon. The group is relaxed and friendly and great biscuits are served!
For more information contact Alan Falkingham 741711
The Karate class run by Steve O’Driscoll has been very successful with ages
ranging from 4 – 60s! Steve looked even more frightening than usual at the
session on 31st with his ghoulish make up. Definitely an Incredible Hulk!
Marshmallows in return for press-ups! Bribery! Tuesdays 6pm – 7.30 pm.
Coffee and Play (Thursdays 10pm – 12 noon) is continuing to provide a safe
haven of support for parents and carers. This is even more important over the
confining winter months. Wonderful to see little ones being able to play and run
around in a good space even if the weather is wet and wild outside AND
wonderfully comforting coffee and cake is always provided. Healthy snacks for the
little ones of course! For more information contact beckyfothergill@gmail.com
Exercise Classes are changing to a Wednesday afternoon with Michelle (qualified)
A mixture of gentle aerobics, core strength and chair exercises, 2.30pm.
On Friday 6th October a Silent Auction was held in the hall. An amazing £650 was
raised!!!!!! Thank you sooooo much for all your donations and all your generous
bids. Even if we are successful with our large funding bids we will still need
money to buy all the extras – a demountable stage? A commercial dishwasher
like Kilve? The Hall Committee intends to fully involve the whole community in
how the money is spent through community fundraising.
The highlight of the auction was being able to find someone in the village who
was tall and slim enough to wear a bright orange, fur lined polar exploration suit.
This man has promised to dig the village out should there be blizzard conditions
this winter! (Thank you Peter W.)
HDVH update on hall refurbishment
It seems our dreams of a newly refurbished village hall are getting a little closer
to reality. We have a long way to go to achieve funding for the estimated
£551,000 project, but in late October we received news that our application to
the Hinkley Point CIM Fund for £125,000 had been approved, and was confirmed
by Cabinet on 1st November. It now goes to Full Council on 22nd November.
The following day, 2nd November, our Big Lottery application for £207,000 was
also confirmed. So we are now over 60% of the way to our target.
And an application for £100,000 submitted to Viridor Credits has passed through
the initial vetting stage. A January decision is expected.
We have identified 3 other sources of funding all of which are being
progressed. So, hold tight. Fingers crossed!!

Howard Burnett gave a very interesting and informative talk on
orchids at September’s meeting covering the various species,
history and caring for them. Some members brought their sickly
specimens in for Howard to examine, and with the owners’
permission, he promptly took them out of their pots and in some
cases split them and re-potted, so some members went home with
more than they came with. Everyone had a thoroughly enjoyable
evening and one member was heard to say it was one of the best
talks we had ever had, so why not come and join us?
In October Bill Laws gave members a very entertaining evening, with Bill engaging with
his audience. The subject A Curious History of Vegetables was fascinating and even if
vegetables are ‘not your thing’ there were some interesting facts to learn.
Would you guess which vegetable out of carrot, onion or swede is the biggest aphrodisiac?
It is the swede! How about the continent from where most of our vegetables originate –
would you know that it is South America? Was the success of the quasi-religious Findhorn
community (near Inverness) and their very productive vegetable garden down to their
angelic beings (or ‘devas’) or to their compost heaps?
Bill Laws was an amusing speaker who has also written books for the RHS, including the
bestselling book, ‘Fifty Plants That Changed the World’.

Holford History Society
Reports
September 26th
The meeting at the end of September was the best attended one of the
year so far. We had over 45 people in the audience come to hear Lesley Stuart give a talk
on the lives of two local ladies, Kate Ward and Phyllis Bottome. Lesley was ably
accompanied by Mary Morgan who sang for us.
October 31st
This was the last talk of the year for the HHS as the next meeting on November 10th is the
Antiques Roadshow, with wine and cheese, and in December on the 12th it is the Xmas
party at the Hood Arms. Richard McDonnell gave an excellent talk on inter tidal
archaeology in Bridgwater Bay ably assisted by his wife Vanessa. With some clear maps
and interesting pictures on the screen, Richard told us about some of the work he had
undertaken in the bay, trying to reconstruct what human activity there has been over a
period of a thousand years! The bay at low tide is a very large expanse of sand and
glutinous mud. It is a dangerous environment as the tide comes in very fast and quick
sands are a real threat. Plus, of course, the area has many unexploded bombs and other
items of military ordinance. Richard in fact had photographed a German parachute bomb
which was later exploded producing a very impressive bang!
All meetings will start at 7pm in HOLFORD AND DISTRICT VILLAGE HALL on the last
Wednesday of the month
January 31st An illustrated talk by Tony Bagwell on Somerset ‘Now and Then’ based on
the AA guide book for 1965 depicting sketches of locations to compare with current views.
February 28th Talk by David Beach on Anthony Salvin, the Victorian architect responsible
for redesigning Dunster Castle and other famous houses.
March 28th A talk by Alan Stone on Somerset Cider and Cheeses. This will be a social
evening with cider and cheese tasting and our fundraiser for 2018.

Quantock House Annual Update: 2017
It’s been just over a year since we officially launched Quantock House and enjoyed a cream tea in the
gardens. I can’t believe where the time has gone, but am thrilled to announce an increase in visitors
to the house and service.
The monthly cooking group has been a great success and the carers who have attended have
certainly enjoyed having a meal to take home for supper. I admire their motivation as some are now
only cooking for one. We have shared stories, recipes and cooking tips over tea whilst learning new
skills. If you are a carer and would like to come along then please get in touch.

The referrals for the residential breaks are slowly coming in, and over the past six months several
carers have enjoyed a few nights away. I have felt privileged to be part of their support, offering a
listening ear and most importantly providing a safe space for them to relax and unwind.
I do however come across carers who are still unable to take up this wonderful opportunity due to
pressures of their role. I am wanting to reach as many carers as possible so they can benefit from a
much needed break even if it is just for a few hours. So if you know any carers who are looking after
someone affected by cancer or a life limiting illness then please do pass on my details.
Our Support group for anyone affected by cancer or a life limiting illness would be a good place to
find out more about the service and what we can offer you.
(Holford Support Group- 1st and 3rd Thursday’s of the month from 10am -12 noon)
A special thank you goes to Brian who visited the house during a family day with his dog Banana.
It absolutely was the talking point for the children who enjoyed cuddles and playing ball with him.
I would also like to thank the community of Holford for their continued support of my role and this
service and do hope that we have not inconvenienced you?
I would welcome any thoughts or concerns that you may have, so please feel free to get in touch
and if you have not already visited, I can always arrange tea and cake.
Best Wishes
Barbara Ruff (known as Babs)
Macmillan Quantock House Coordinator
01278 741418 / 0845 070 8910
Quantock.House@st-margarets-hospice.org.uk
St. Margaret’s Hospice and Macmillan Cancer Support are working together to provide breaks for carers in a
charming Somerset cottage. Quantock House offers the chance for carers supporting a loved one with cancer or
a life-limiting illness to relax in a restful environment, either individually, as a family or to meet other carers.

‘Happy Feet Garden Tours’
Northamptonshire (& other counties!)
Thursday 14th - Monday 18th June 2018
There is quite a choice in this part of the country and hopefully we will
be visiting some very interesting and ‘diverse’ gardens, however, on this tour, we will not be
visiting any National Trust properties. Included in the costs will be four nights’
accommodation, (single rooms now limited) buffet breakfast, three course evening meal with
coffee/tea, porterage and leisure facilities at a 4* hotel on the outskirts of Northampton, all
coach travel, admission to all venues with guided tours where applicable and light
refreshments, lunch on the first and final day and cost will also include all gratuities. Taking
that all into consideration, you will only need pocket money for your pre-evening meal
drinks(!) the odd sandwich, and a cup of tea and for those plants you may wish to purchase to
bring home!
In addition to seven other proposed venues, I have arranged a visit to Barnsdale Gardens,
featured on BBC television for those of you that will remember, by the lovely late Geoff
Hamilton and we will also have some ‘free’ time in Stamford (Lincs.)
At the time of compiling this article, I have quite a few
interested/confirmed parties but there is room for a few more people!
These trips are completely self-financing, and are not run as a
commercial venture, it’s just purely for those of us that like wandering
around gardens, meeting people and above all to enjoy ourselves. We
are a friendly group (there is always lots of laughter!) so anyone
joining our little party would be made very welcome.
Please call me if you are interested 741152 or email plomdove4145@googlemail.com)

Mo (Plomgren) Holford

HOLFORD GARDENERS
GROUP
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENING

December 19th 7.30pm

Wine, buffet and quizzes.
Members £1, Non-members £5
January 16th 7.30pm
’Kitchen Remedies’
Helen Kearney

Members £1, Non-members £3.50

Louie
A new addition to the Plomgren household


Holford Church News
The Gift Day appeal raised a grand sum of £1,200. This is very much needed and maybe it will
enable us to have an organ that works! Thank you to all those who contributed.
We hope you all enjoyed the Harvest supper. It was lovely to see so many of you there and we
raised £400. A truly great effort by everyone who worked so hard.
Now for future events:On Advent Sunday, 3rd December, instead of our usual Evensong, there will be a Benefice
service for All Souls Day at 4.00 pm. This will be a candlelit service when we are all able to
remember those recently departed. A book will be placed at the back of the church in advance so
that anyone can put names in of those they wish to remember. The names will be read out during
the service. Afterwards, tea will be served and we hope lots of you can come and remember your
loved ones.
Jenny and Sue will lead the usual Carol Singing in church at 5.00 pm on Saturday 16th
December. A little earlier this year as Christmas Day falls on a Sunday. We hope to see a
multitude of singers there, the more the merrier! As usual, refreshments will be served mid way
through so that you may all refresh your voices!
On Christmas Eve, there will be a crib service at 3.00 pm as usual. I'm sure there will be lots of
jollity and Stephen is looking forward to seeing you all there.... children, adults and pets!
For the more seriously minded, our Christmas Day service will be at 9.00 am this year and you
will have the opportunity to take communion at that time. We look forward to meeting you all
before you rush home to put the turkey in the oven!
All the Christmas Services throughout the Benefice will be advertised in the Parish Magazine or on
the notice boards. We hope you all have a joyous and peaceful Christmas with your family and
friends.
Finally, into the New Year, our annual Jumble Sale will be held on Saturday 27th January at 2.00
pm. Please deliver your jumble to the village hall during the morning. A chance to spring clean
your cupboards / sheds for 2018!! Sue


Electric Dreams
We must go “All Electric”
our government has decided
Even though they do not know
how the energy will be provided
Our cars will all need charging
and if there isn't enough juice
Nobody will get to work
cars won't be of any use
Kilve Film Nights – 7.30pm
Wed 10th January - Their Finest
Wed 7th February - Beauty and the Beast
Wed 7th March Another Mother's Son
(Films may change)Doors open 7pm

EVENT POSTERS
Reminder : The notice boards are still being over
whelmed with A4 posters, so please produce A5!
Thanks to those of you who are creating smaller
posters.
Gae

When HS2's completed
it will speed 200 miles an hour
If the sun don't shine and wind don't blow
It won't have any Power !
Politicians if you want our vote
your dreams are not a factor
When we're driving the A 39
in a queue behind a tractor
Mike Pearce 2017

HOLFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING
13th NOVEMBER 2017
Present: Cllrs Salvidge (Chairman),
Young, Weed, Prince, Cavendish, Ayre,
Clerk H. Stanley, SCC H. Davies,
and six members of the public.
Apologies: Cllr Hayes, WSC Cllrs Goss
and Morgan, PCSO Bolton.
Ms Emma Cavendish was co-opted as
Holford Parish Councillor without dissent,
took her seat and was welcomed to the
Council by the Chairman Cllr Debbie
Salvidge.
Somerset County Councillor Hugh Davies
then presented Philip Brimson (Retired
Parish Clerk) with a Somerset County
Council Chairman’s Award for service to
the community following which Cllr Davies
commented on the road works issues in
Watchet and the postponement at
Dragons crossing. He also announced a
Consultation document on Educational
Transport in the County and confirmed
that the Musgrove Park and Ride would
stay open until the New Year. Cllr Davies
then went on to announce the Quantock
Hills AONB “Re-Imaging the Manor” grant
of £1.9 million from the Heritage Lottery
Fund and the new “Opportunity Knocks”
project for West Somerset which shares in
a £60 million fund for disadvantaged
children. Cllr Davies strongly advised
support for Public Health England’s drive
for a free flu vaccination for those eligible.
A report from the Police commented upon
the recent armed robbery in Williton Co-op
and the opportunistic thefts from cars in
local car parks.
3 Councillors and the Clerk attended
Planning Training on October 16th 2017.
Greenslades, the upkeep Contractor, have
now attended 3 times at a cost of £1395
utilising the Equipment Grant destined for
the abandoned Lengthsman Project. The
Council had received a letter from a
resident questioning the choice of
Greenslades as Contractor; the Clerk was
asked to write to the correspondent
confirming that “a number of key factors”
had been taken in to account in the
selection process.
The recent issue of inappropriate and
rowdy behaviour of Hunt Followers was
discussed it was agreed that the Clerk

should contact Hunt Secretaries and
remind them of their Codes of Conduct
and invite further discussion with them.
A discussion took place over a
Commemoration Plaque for Christina
Taylor to be placed on the Coronation
Bench on the Bowling Green. Christina
was instrumental and financed the cost of
removing the bench from The Counting
House Green to its present location. It was
agreed that a revision to the proposed
wording be sought to reflect Christina’s
work.
A resident has raised the possibility of a
speed reduction to 20mph in the
Conservation Area, it was agreed that Cllr
Davies should provide the Clerk with
information as to how this should be
approached.
Holford and District Village Hall Chairman
has requested the Council to look at the
possibility of a Public Works Loan for the
Hall the Chairman suggested a meeting
between the Council and Village Hall
Committee in the next two weeks.
It was confirmed that adequate supplies of
road salt were available in the Car Parks
and no further collection of salt was
required.
Comment was made that the Snack Van in
the Lay- By on the left opposite Shervage
Woods was being left overnight and the
Clerk was asked to check the Licensing
Rules.
The Clerk presented and displayed the
new Holford Parish Council Website
www.holford-pc.gov.uk which was
extremely well received and the Clerk was
congratulated for her excellent work.
The meeting closed at 9.40pm. The next
meeting is on 8th January 2018.
Holford Parish Councillors:
Debbie Salvidge (Chair)
Chris Hayes (Vice-Chair)
Terence Ayre
Emma Cavendish
Emma Prince
Gareth Weed
Mo Young
Clerk: Hema Stanley
Email for all Councillors and Clerk:
holfordpc@gmail.com

What’s On? – Dates for your Diary
All events unless stated are in
Holford and District Village Hall

CONUNDRUM

Holford Village website
www.HolfordVillage.com
Booking Officer for the Hall – Andrew Mew 01278 741437
Email : Life2sail@hotmail.co.uk (details on website)
November
Tues
21st
Gardeners Group AGM
7.15pm
‘40 Years in Municipal Parks’
7.30pm
Sat
25th
Christmas Fair
10 – 4pm
Fish and Chip Quiz Night
Kilve Village Hall
7.00pm
Sun
26th
Christmas Fair
10 – 4pm
December
Sat
2nd
Sun
3rd
Wed
6th
Sat
9th
Sat
16th

A return to normal this edition
after the break last time. I’ve
had time to wander around the
village and area to find some new
subjects and this is the first so
get out there searching in these
crisp days (at time of writing)
and breathe in the fresh air. If
you see the subject, call me on
01278 741130 for a namecheck.
Good luck.
Mike Richardson

Tues

19th

Sun
Mon

24th
25th

January
Mon
8th
Wed
10th
Tues
16th
Sat
27th
Wed
31st

Coffee Morning
Benefice Service Holford Church
Christmas Post collection begins
Christmas Bingo
Christmas Post collection ends
Carol Service Holford Church
Gardeners Group Christmas
Social Evening
Crib Service Holford Church
Christmas Day Service

Parish Council Meeting
Kilve Film Night
Gardeners Group Meeting
Jumble Sale
History Society

10 – 12noon
4.00pm
6.30pm
5.00pm
7.30pm
3.00pm
9.00am

7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
2.00pm
7.00pm

Events in the Plough will be advertised around the village

Oil delivery

Time to stock up again?

Weekly regulars
Mon
Fun with computers
10 – 12noon
Short Mat Bowls – Kilve Village Hall
7.00pm
Tues
Karate
6.30 pm (1hr)
(Except for Gardeners Group meetings)
Wed
Exercise Class
2.30pm
Thur
Coffee and Play
10 – 12noon
Table tennis
7.30pm
Fri
Art Group
10.00 – 1 pm
Craft Group
2.00 – 5 pm
Recycling collections every Friday
Collections a day later after Bank Holidays
Refuse collections : Dec 8th,22nd, Jan 6th ,19th, Feb 2nd, 16th

For those wishing to make use of
the community oil delivery
scheme—orders will need to be
placed by:
Mon 11th Dec, Wed 3rd Jan,
Mon 22nd Jan and Mon 19th Feb.

for deliveries during the following
weeks

Please put these dates on
your calendar
Ring David Young 741249
or email
davidyoung1934@talktalk.net

Lottery Winners
1 Prize
John and Jenny Kendrey
Runners up Michael Beaton and Erl and Mo Plomgren
The cost of joining the village lottery is now £10
st

We hope you have enjoyed this edition
If anyone has any articles, ideas, news, snippets etc please do
let us have them before the deadline Dec 30th
Please send them to Wendy Grandfield, The White Cottage
(741233 or wendy@grandfield.eu)

