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Editorial             
This edition has been kindly sponsored by a group of ”Anonymous Villagers”. We would like to thank 

them very much for their support. This gives great encouragement to all of us who work hard to 

keep N&V going, that our plea for help has been heeded. We would also like to receive any editorial 

you can come up with – anything of interest to our readers would be greatly appreciated. We would 

like some lively input about your interests, skills or hobbies! 

  

As yet we have not received the final decision on the go-ahead for work on Holford and District 

Village Hall,  (perhaps by the time N&V has been produced this may have occurred). Therefore if the 

work goes ahead and the Hall is closed the regular events will be cancelled or held at a different 

venue. Please look out for notices posted round the village  advising of any rearrangements. Some 

groups have already approached Kilve village hall to hold their events. 

 
NEWS : We will soon be coming up to the 100th Anniversary of the end of the  First World War. If 

anyone has any ideas or articles to commemorate this please send them to the e-mail address on 

the back of the newsletter.  

 

A huge march past the Cenotaph in London’s Whitehall by 10,000 members of the public is planned 

to mark the centenary of the Armistice. A Nation’s Thank You – the People’s Procession will 

follow the traditional British Legion’s veteran march past at the end of the national service of 

remembrance, on the 100th anniversary of the end of the first world war on 11th November. Those 

taking part in the procession will be chosen by ballot, with descendants, family members and the 

public invited to apply for free tickets. You do not have to have had any family connection to apply 

for tickets just a wish to attend. Applications for the ballot to join the march past can be made 

through https://armistice100.org.uk. 

 

For the commemoration there has been a suggestion that residents of Holford and the local area 

could purchase some commemorative cut out silhouettes for display in the Parish, possibly in the 

Churches or on benches within the village. These are clear acrylic, durable and can be used again 

and again. They can be placed on empty seats to signify the lost young men of the war. They have 

been used in the past and are very moving symbols of the fallen. You can view them at 

www.therebutnotthere.org.uk. Profits go to various charities. Please feedback your comments on 

this suggestion to us at HNV or to the Parish Councillors (contact information is on Page 7). 
 

KHARS 

The AGM of the community car scheme takes place on Monday 20th August at 6pm in Kilve Village 

Hall. Please consider becoming a driver. There is no pressure to do the trips. Brian House sends out 

an email at the end of each week to all drivers. On average there are probably three requests per 

week for drivers. There is no problem if you have other commitments and are not able to meet a 

particular request. It’s a case of fitting it in when you can. If you would like to know more please 

contact:   Mo Young 74124 or email:  maureenyoung@hotmail.com   

 

 
This edition of Holford News and Views has been kindly sponsored by 

A Group of Anonymous Villagers 
 

A full colour version is available on the Holford Village website 

wwwHolfordVillage.com – Thank you to David Talling 

https://armistice100.org.uk/
http://www.therebutnotthere.org.uk/


 

 Holford History Society 

Reports 

May Meeting  
On the last Wednesday in May we met in the Holford and District 
Village Hall to listen to an excellent and well illustrated talk from 

local photographer and amateur historian Robbert Turner on the 
History of Weston Zoyland Airfield. Robbert took us through the whole story from the 

Stringbags of the 1920s landing on a grass field to the Meteor and Canberra Jets of the 
1950s landing on concrete laid by black pioneer corps troops in 1942 to 43. The planes 

were great but the stories about the personnel who kept the base in action from 1920 to 
1958 were fascinating. Robbert also had some marvellous 
photographs to share. I liked the story about Jackie Moggridge the petite South African 

pilot who could and did fly any plane in WW2 as she delivered them round the West 
Country to RAF Airfields. She was also, unofficially, the first woman to fly a jet. 

June and July 
We had a very nice meeting at the end of June which was more like a social evening. Three 
members of the committee gave short talks. Mo Young spoke about her time in Bermuda. 

David Young reminisced about his boyhood in Catford during the war and Stewart Tavner 
described recent evidence which throws some light on the fate of his Uncle Stan. 

Then on Saturday the 7th July we had our Summer Garden Party at Midge Wise’s house at 
Mare’s Pool. It was a lovely outdoor buffet with Alan Falkingham playing guitar. England 
beat Sweden too!  

 
As there is every chance that the hall is about to be rebuilt I have booked Kilve Village Hall 

for the last Wednesdays in September, October and November. The programme will be sent 
out soon. I have also booked The Hood again for our Xmas Meal on Wednesday 12th 
December. 

 
Have a great August and we will get together again in September. 

Thanks to all who have contributed, helped or attended this season’s talks. 
Stewart Tavner, Chairman. 
 

   

KILVE SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB 
The Club is on a recruitment drive and 

invite anyone who’s interested to come 
along to a ‘taster session’ at Kilve 

Village Hall on Saturday September 
15th between 2 and 4pm. Currently 

the club is split about 50/50 between 

Holford and Kilve so chances are you 
will know at least a few members of the 

club without realizing it. We’re a 
cheerful and informal club with a lot of 

banter and laughter during the course 
of our regular Monday evenings, so 

come along and give it a try. You’ve got 
nothing to lose, the taster session is 

FREE 
 

 



Reports 
 May’s plant auction was its usual success with a wide variety of plants up 

for grabs – all grown by members and local friends. Many thanks to Robbie 

Rutt for his great auctioneering skills plus the odd anecdote – donation 

sent to St Mary’s Church, Kilve as a ‘thank you’. The auction is always great 

fun, helped along by Robbie – you do not need to come to buy plants to 

have an entertaining evening, but it helps to participate! 

 

Cyril Routley came along in June to give a very interesting talk about 

sundials and it was nice to see a few more chaps in attendance. Through 

studying and photographing sundials over the years Cyril had a wealth of knowledge to pass on. 

Sundials have been around for thousands of years with the Egyptians having simple portable L 

shaped ones and the Romans having rather more complex ones not dissimilar to those around 

today. They are scientific instruments, carefully calibrated to account for their location, both latitude 

(angle of the sun overhead) and longitude (the distance from Greenwich – when the sun is 

immediately overhead here it is about 10 minutes past noon Greenwich Mean Time).  

 

Before the invention of reliable and affordable clocks sundials were important – particularly used by 

churches and religious orders to mark time for prayers and services. In the 17th century wealthy 

landowners did commission very complex sculptures containing several sundials often telling the 

time in different parts of the world. 

Cyril pointed out that a sundial in Wheddon Cross has an added level of accuracy with a list of dates 

and the number of minutes you need to add or subtract from the shadow reading depending on the 

time of the year – so go and see if you can work that one out!  

 

No meetings in August 

N.B. All meetings September 2018 through to March 2019 will be at Kilve Village Hall. 

 

Happy Feet Garden Tour 2018 

How does she do it! Mo organised yet another superb group of gardens to visit, this time in the 

Northampton area. These were so different to the type of gardens we visited last year. They were 

smaller, more intimate, very much loved by individuals, who were delighted to show us around. We 

nearly called the tour the “cake trip” because everywhere we went we were greeted by homemade 

cakes to eat,(even cakes made with edible flowers), and made so welcome. Several flamingoes took 

us completely by surprise as we walked through one garden. 

 

One set of gardens was created for tradespeople who lived “over the shop”, another designed to 

represent a garden in the 1620s. A delightful afternoon was spent in the very pretty town of 

Stamford. The last garden, Waterperry, created to encourage women to work as gardeners, had the 

best gift and plant shop of the lot. So we then squeezed ourselves into a coach full of plants and 

garden items to wend our way home.       

Many thanks to Mo Plomgren.             W. G.  

 

  
Holford Church News 
Just want to say  a very big thank you to everyone who came to the Coffee Morning at Combe 

House Hotel. We were made very welcome by Gareth and team with delicious cake, tea and coffee 

and the weather was so warm and sunny, we raised a much needed £295 for church funds. 

Our next event will be two afternoons to indulge in the summer tradition of Cream Teas. Mark and 

Marilyn will be hosting both afternoons in the garden (we hope weather permitting)) of Glen Close 

on the 4th and 5th  August from 2.30pm to 4.30pm in aid of Holford Church. 

Our Harvest Supper which we should be holding on the Saturday 29th September is under 

consideration as the Village hall may well be closed. Keep an eye out for details and it will be the 

same delicious supper but in a different venue!      Ann 

 



 

   HOLFORD GARDENERS GROUP 

 

Tuesday, September 18th 7.45pm 
 

      ‘The original flying gardener’ 

Tony Davies 

N.B. at Kilve Village Hall 

(Please car share if possible) 
 

                     All welcome 
Members £1, non-members £3.50            
www.holfordgardenersgroup.co.uk  

(741130) 
 

HOLFORD GARDENERS GROUP 

Present 

    A Fascinating Look at Quantock  
Hills & Villages 

By Keith Edwards 
 

An illustrated talk about the purpose, development 

and launch 

of Quantock Views pictures archive 

 
on Saturday, July 28th 7.30pm 

(Probably the last HGG event in Holford 

& District Village Hall 

before its make-over) 

 
All welcome - £5 on the door 
Includes wine and nibbles 

 

 

Cream Teas 

At the home of Mark and Marilyn 

Glen Close 

Sat and Sun 4th and 5th August 

2.30-4.30pm 

In aid of Holford Church 

 

 

Heathercot Open Garden Weekend 

and Cream Teas 

4th and 5th August  

from 11.00am – 16.00pm 

in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support 
 

You are all warmly invited to  

Heathercot  
Refreshments will be available in return  

for a donation 
 
We look forward to welcoming you – here’s 

hoping that the sun will shine and, more 
importantly, that the rhubarb gin and vodka 

will be ready in time! 

Mike and Kate 

 

New Free Bus Times             Bridgwater – Minehead - Bridgwater 

Mondays to Fridays from Bridgwater Bus Station and Banks Street, Minehead 
Bridgwater 9.40 11.40 13.40 

Holford 10.36 12.36 14.36 

Watchet 10.58 12.58 14.58 

Minehead 11.23 13.23 15.23 

    

Minehead 9.55 11.30 13.30 

Watchet 10.22 11.57 13.57 

Holford 10.42 12.17 14.17 

Bridgwater 11.37 13.12 15.12 

Customer helpline 01278 557001 (Mon-Fri 10-3pm) 

http://www.holfordgardenersgroup.co.uk/


 

  
 

 

NEWS FROM YOUR VILLAGE HALL 
Village Hall refurbishment ready to go ahead 
 
The Village Hall “Fit for the Future” project is now fully funded and ready to go ahead.   
 
A total of £565,500 has been raised from five charitable trusts, the latest contributions 
being an extra £30,000 each from the EDF CIM fund and Big Lottery. This figure includes 
£8,500 of the village hall’s own funds, contributed by all users of the hall over the past few 
years.  Thank you to everyone who has used, hired or visited the hall in this time, or taken 
part in raffles and other fund-raising events. 
 
We are grateful to Holford & District Parish Council for the £10,000 donation which has 
enabled the £100,000 Viridor grant to be unlocked – funded, of course, by all of us in the 
parish through the precept. 
 
The building contract is ready to sign, and the builders are able to start work on site as soon 
as we give them the go-ahead. We have a few final legal, financial and contractual matters to 
tie up, but it is still hoped we can start by the 6th August.  For a number of quite complex 
reasons this date may, possibly, have to change. 
 
To match the final building contract price to the funds available, we had to leave out a few 
items from the specification; such as shelving, built in seating, hedge planting etc.  We will 
also need to buy a new demountable stage (one that folds away) and ideally new stage 
lighting.    
 

 
We have therefore launched a ‘Help Holford Hall’ 
campaign. The enclosed leaflet explains more.  If you 
feel you are able to do so, please donate or sponsor 
items – or offer your time as a volunteer to do some of 
the DIY jobs once the building is back in our hands 
next Spring. 
 
We expect the Hall to re-open in February next year. 
 

 
 
VILLAGE CLEAN UP 
The clean up took place on Wednesday 13th July. Chris provided all the necessary 
equipment – pincers, bags and rubber gloves. A big thank you to  Brett, Mark, Terry, Emma 
and Peter, Hema, Mo Y and Liz and Mike C.  for taking part. 
Compared to many other areas in the country, Holford is a very clean village. This is 
probably because our residents pick up rubbish on a daily basis. A big thank you to them 
too. 
 

Source Amount 
Big Lottery £237,000 
EDF Hinkley Point 

CIM Fund 
£155,000 

Viridor Credits £100,000  

(inc. £10,000 Holford PC*) 
Trusthouse £50,000 
Garfield Weston £15,000 
Holford & District 

Village Hall funds 
£ 8,500 

TOTAL £565,500 



Easy Fundraising   
Hello Friends and Neighbours, 
 
Over £400 collected so far!!    
I'm collecting free donations for Holford & District Village Hall every time I buy anything 
online with the UK’s leading online fundraising service, easyfundraising. 
 
With over 3.2 thousand shops and sites on board including Amazon, eBay, John Lewis, 
Sainsbury’s, Virgin Trains and Aviva, you can get donations on everything from your weekly 
shop to your annual holiday and it doesn't cost a penny extra! 
Plus, if you join and support Holford & District Village Hall we’ll get an extra £2 when you 
raise your first donation. It's really simple, all you have to do is: 
 
1. Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/2SND8Y/1NRWRG/ and join for free 
2. Every time you want to shop go to easyfundraising, find the site you want and start 
shopping 
3. When you check out Holford & District Village Hall gets a donation for no extra cost 
whatsoever! 
 
The shops and sites give easyfundraising a percentage of what you spend and they turn that 
into a donation, it’s that easy. There’s no catch or hidden charges and Holford & District 
Village Hall will be really grateful for your donations. 
Thank you for your support. 
For more information please give me a call. 
 
Thanks     Mo 
 
 
Coffee Mornings at Holford 

Many thanks for all the hard work Marilyn and Mark have put into the monthly 
coffee mornings in the village hall – it has become a great spot to meet up with 
friends and locals alike. Also what fabulous cakes we have been able to sample, so 

many thanks to all the cake bakers. Let us hope that the proposed coffee mornings 
at Holford Church will be similarly well supported.  

 

            
 
 

CHRISTINA’S FAMILY FUN DAY 
For many years Christina Taylor organised a fun day to get all ages in our 
community  together. Her family have kindly agreed to let us use her garden on 

Sunday, 2nd September.  Look out for the posters! 
There will be a Duck Race on the Holford River courtesy of Peter and Wendy 

Grandfield, a Duck Shy, a Duck Treasure Hunt, Hook that Duck, Duck Hoopla, 
Duck Skittles. Cupcakes and refreshments. 
Any other Daffy ideas most welcome. 

I  don’t have Christina’s powers of persuasion but please let me know if you can 
help. 

Let’s go quackers!        Mo Young 
T: 741249 or email maureenyoung@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:maureenyoung@hotmail.com


Parish Council Meeting 9 July 2018 

www.holford-pc.gov.uk 

 

Present: Chairman Chris Hayes, Cllrs. Terry 

Ayre, Emma Cavendish, Debbie Salvidge, 

Gareth Weed, Mo Young  SCC Cllr. Hugh Davies, 

WSDC Cllr. Sue Goss, Clerk Hema Stanley and 1 

member of the public 

 

Apologies:  Cllr Emma Prince, WSDC Cllr Chris 

Morgan 

 

WSC Matters 

Sue Goss reported that 85 people attended the 

first ‘shadow’ meeting of the new Council, which 

is to be called ‘Taunton and Somerset West’.  

The new   constitution and various working 

parties were agreed.  New working practises will 

mean that fewer staff will be required and the 

Boundary Commission consultation is ongoing. 

It is not yet decided if the offices of the new 

Council will be in Taunton or Williton.  

 

Parish Maintenance 

Fine Memorials are to repair the War Memorial 

stone on Longstone Hill onsite, the Dog Pound 

has been repaired and the weeds will be 

sprayed.  Following the success of the recent 

Parish Clean Up there will be another during the 

first week of October.  Volunteers needed.  It 

will be advertised in Holford News and Views in 

due course. 

 

Following the recent Public Meeting at which two 

recent planning applications were discussed, it 

was made clear that at these meetings the 

Parish Councillors do not have to vote at these 

meetings. 

 

SCC Matters 

The name of the County Council Division which 

includes Holford is at present Watchet and 

Stogursey.   A decision on a change of name 

has not yet been made. 

 

The Somerset ambulance service is to be 

remodelled. 

 

Planning 

No decision has yet been made on the Silk Mills 

or Strawberry Field planning applications. 

 

Planned Closure of Holford and District 

Village Hall for refurbishment 

While the hall is unavailable it was decided to 

hold Parish Council meetings at Combe House 

Hotel, at the invitation of Cllr. Gareth Weed. 

 

 

Next Parish Council Meeting Monday 10th  

September 2018 

 

This report was submitted by a member of the 

public who attended the meeting. 
 

 

Holford Parish Councillors are: 

Chris Hayes (Chair)    741 652 

Terence Ayre              01823 432 439 

Emma Cavendish    741 435    

Emma Prince     741 009 

Debbie Salvidge (Vice Chair)  741 578 

Gareth Weed     741 382 

Mo Young     741 249 

       

Clerk:  Hema Stanley  07818 015956 

 

Parish Council Website:   

www.holford-pc.gov.uk 

Email for Chairman:   

chairman@holford-pc.gov.uk 

Email for Councillors:  

councillors@holford-pc.gov.uk 

Email for Clerk:  clerk@holford-pc.gov.uk 
 

A note about how Planning issues are 

addressed by the Parish Council  

Parish Councils have the ability to comment on 

all planning applications that are inside their 

boundaries. However, although a Council will 

make its opinion known to the relevant Planning 

Authority, that is all it is, a RECOMMENDATION 

and it is not binding on whoever is making the 

final decision. The Council’s view is sought as 

often there will be local, specific information 

which should have a bearing on any decision 

made and which may not be immediately 

obvious to the Planning Officers. 

The Parish Council’s role, therefore, is to try to 

view all applications objectively and either 

support or object for reasons explicitly stated. 

It is not appropriate for any person to 

interrogate, badger, abuse or try to 

influence a member of the PC but they can 

be approached in a civilised manner. 

Individual views can be posted through the 

proper channels on the West Somerset Planning 

pages. 

If you are not happy with things – BECOME A 

COUNCILLOR – YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU! 

http://www.holford-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.holford-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:chairman@holford-pc.gov.uk
mailto:councillors@holford-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@holford-pc.gov.uk


 

 

CONUNDRUM 
 What’s On? – Dates for your Diary 

Events normally in  
Holford and District Village Hall  
May be re-located if the Hall is closed 

 
 

Another issue, and another pic’ 

for you to metaphorically get 

your teeth into. Those who 

gnashed away correctly last time 

were Brian Gay, and Mike and 

Jean Pearce (separately as usual) 

who spotted that the object was 

on the wall of Honeymead by the 

Triangle. Well done to all 3. 

Perhaps a few more of you might 

fancy a stroll during a nice 

evening to help cool off a bit after 

another sweltering day. If you 

see it give me a call on 01278  

for a mention in the next edition. 
Mike Richardson 

 

Oil delivery 
Time to stock up again? 

For those wishing to make use of 
the community oil delivery 

scheme—orders will need to be 
placed by: 

for deliveries in the following 
weeks usually Wednesday 

 
Please put these dates on 

your calendar 
July 23rd, Aug 20th, Sept 17th  

and Oct 8th 

Contact : 
David Young  on 741249 
davidyoung1934@talktalk.net 

 

 Holford Village website      www.HolfordVillage.com 

Booking Officer for the Hall – Andrew Mew 01278 741437 
Email : Life2sail@hotmail.co.uk  (details on website) 

Events in the Plough will be advertised around the village 
July 2018 

Sat  28th  ‘A fascinating look at Quantock 
hills and villages’   Keith Edwards 

    7.30pm 

August 2018 

Sat  4th 
5th  

Tea at Glen Close (Marilyn and 
Mark)  Both days 

2.30 – 
4.30pm 

 4th 
5th 

Open Garden weekend at 
Heathercot 

11am – 4pm 

Mon 20th  KHARS AGM Kilve Village Hall    6.00pm 

September 2018  

Mon  10th  Parish Council Meeting at 
Combe House Hotel 

   7.30pm  

Sat 15th   Short Mat Bowls Club Taster 
Kilve Village Hall 

    2.00 –  
    4.00pm 

Tues 18th  Gardeners’ Group 
’The Original Flying Gardens’ 
Kilve Village Hall 

    7.30pm 

Wed 26th   History Society 
Kilve Village Hall 

    7.30pm 

October  2018 

Sat 20th   ‘Rivertones’ Nether Stowey 
Church Centre  

 

Wed 31st  History Society 

Kilve Village Hall 

    7.30pm 

 
Weekly regulars – if usually in Village Hall look out for 
future information 

Mon ‘Fun with computers’ RESTARTS SEPT 
Short Mat Bowls – Kilve Village Hall 

10 – 12noon 
    7.00pm 

Tues Karate 
(Except for Gardeners Group meetings) 

6.30 pm (1hr) 

Wed Exercise  Class      2.30pm 

Thur Coffee and Play  
 
Table tennis 

10.15 – 
11.45am   
7.30pm 

Fri Art Group         (no spaces for new  

Craft Group      members at present) 
Relocated to Kilve Village Hall 

10.00 – 1 pm 

2.00 – 4pm 

Recycling collections every Friday  
Collections a day later after Bank Holidays 

Refuse collections :  

July 20th , Aug 3rd and 17th , Sept 1st ,14th and 28th   

Lottery Winners 

1st Prize May :    Tim &  Corisande Tennant    

Runners up :      Sally Bult       Keith& Sue Edwards 

1st Prize June :   Tove Owen 

Runners up :      J & C Mortimer      Jean & Mike Pearce 

1st Prize July :    Mr & Mrs Webber,  Stringston 

Runners Up:      Pam Campbell   Richard McDonnell 
 

The cost of joining the village lottery is now £10 

We hope you have enjoyed this edition 
If anyone has any articles, ideas, news, snippets etc please do 

let us have them before the deadline Sept 1st 2018 

Please send them to Wendy Grandfield, The White Cottage 

(741233 or wendy@grandfield.eu) 

 

mailto:davidyoung1934@talktalk.net
mailto:wendy@grandfield.eu
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